
The purpose of this policy is to reduce idling by all vehicles when operating at and around school buildings. 
Vehicle exhaust from idling vehicles can accumulate in and around the vehicle, as well as be drawn into the 
building, thus posing a health risk to children, drivers and the community at large. This policy will also 
extend to school vehicles throughout the community.  
  
Public and Private Vehicles Idling Time 
  
Drivers of all public and private vehicles are to turn off the engine if the vehicle is to be stopped for an 
extended period of time while on school grounds.  
  
School Bus Idling Time 
  
1. When all school bus drivers arrive at loading or unloading areas to drop off or pick up passengers, they 
should turn off their buses as soon as possible to eliminate idling time and reduce harmful emissions. The 
school bus should not be restarted until it or the groups of buses are ready to depart. 
  
2. School buses will not idle for extended periods of time unless: 
  

A. There are extreme weather conditions (meaning 32 degrees Fahrenheit or less) and the 
purpose is to warm the interior of the bus. 

  
B. Longer idling time is necessary to facilitate the loading and unloading of special needs 
students. 

  
C. There are safety or emergency situations. 

  
D. There are maintenance or mechanical inspection/repair issues requiring a longer idling time 
to facilitate the inspection/repair process. 

  
E. The bus is idling in traffic. 

  
This policy applies to other MSD of Lawrence Township corporation vehicles. 
  
The school corporation shall post signs in areas where idling is prohibited. 
  

  

  

  

  



 

Idling Vehicles on School Property 

 

 

It has been documented that idling vehicles contribute to a wide range of health and 

environmental problems including triggering asthma attacks, carbon monoxide poisoning, eye 

and respiratory irritation, contributing to ozone generation, and air pollution. 

 

Researchers have also proven that not only is it not necessary for vehicles to idle, periods of long 

idling cause more wear to the engine and waste fuel.  Schools and corporations that have adopted 

idling programs have realized savings in fuel and vehicle maintenance costs. 

 

The Indiana IAQ Rule 410 IAC 33-4-3 requires schools to adopt and enforce a policy limiting 

vehicle idling on school campuses.   

 

Consideration should be given to locations of building air intakes when evaluating “No Idling 

Zones” so as to minimize exhaust fumes being drawn into the building.  Schools and school 

corporations may utilize the template sign available at the end of this section provided courtesy 

of the Indiana Department of Environmental Management, 5 Star Childcare program 

(http://www.in.gov/idem/4180.htm). 

 

Below is an example policy that schools may modify and adopt.  In addition there are several 

policies available on the internet, such as one available at the Indiana State School Bus Driver’s 

Association website: http://www.issbus.com , or at EPA’s Tools for Schools webpage:    

http://earth1.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/idling_policy.htm 

 

 

Example Policy: 

School Corporations are free to use and modify this policy to meet their needs. 

 

***** School Corporation Policy to Limit Vehicle Idling *************************** 

 

A: Purpose – This policy is to limit vehicle emissions that might be brought into school 

buildings as mandated by 410 IAC 33-4-3.  This will improve the health of students and staff 

through reduced exposure to these emissions.  

 

B: Applicability – This policy applies to all public and private vehicles on the school campus. 

C: Idling  

1. Posting 

a) The school shall post signs in areas where idling is prohibited 

 

2. Requirements 

a) Drivers of vehicles are to turn off the engine if the vehicle is to be stopped 

more than 5 minutes. (Engine cool down periods recommended by vehicle 

manufacturer may be followed) 

http://www.issbus.com/


 

b) The employer of the bus driver shall inform the bus driver of these 

requirements. 

c) Teachers and school staff shall be informed of this policy at the start of each 

school year. 

d) During student / parent orientations, parents, and all students shall be 

informed of this policy. 

e) Any complaints of non-compliance are to be filed with the Superintendent’s 

office. 

f) Any complaints of non-compliance will be reviewed and action taken as 

necessary. 

 

 

D: Exemptions 

 

1. Safety of Children or Emergencies 

a) Use of lift equipment during loading or unloading of individuals with special 

needs. 

b) Use of heater or air conditioning during loading or unloading of individuals with 

special needs. 

c) Use of defrosters, heaters, air conditioners, or any other equipment for heath or 

safety concerns. 

d) Use of bus headlights or flasher warning lights for safety or visibility purposes. 

e) For other safety or emergency issues. 

2. Hot or Cold Weather 

a) If bus drivers are at a location more than 15 minutes, a waiting area should be 

provided for their use after turning off the bus engine. 

b) From ( beginning date) to  (ending date) if necessary and the bus has air 

conditioning, the bus may idle for a minimal period to cool the bus prior to 

loading, or while students remain on the bus. 

c) If necessary due to cold temperatures, a vehicle may idle for a minimal time to 

warm the vehicle. 

3. Maintenance Operations 

a) (When possible, maintenance operations should not be conducted within 100 feet 

of a school building housing classrooms.)  Buses may idle as necessary as part of 

a pre-trip safety inspection. 

b) If necessary to make emergency repairs to vehicles. ( for example jump starting 

another vehicle) 
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